CLPA MEETING NOTES—November 9, 2009

Location:
Town Hall, 9:00 a.m.

Attendees:
Dennis Thornton, Carol Wegner, Fran West, Jim Aumann, Joe Mass, Dick Thurow

1. Dennis Thornton called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

2. Joe moved to accept the minutes of the October 19 meeting, Dick second, motion carried.

3. Fran presented the treasurers report.  Matching funds have not been received as yet for the Shoreland Restoration.  Payment of $4,237.67 was paid for the Sheriff’s Patrol.  Approximately $6,000 has been collected from boat launch fees.  Our share of the bill for the combined lake/town newsletter was $146.40.  The Town Board agreed to split the cost 70% town, 30% lake assn.  Our previous cost was about $450 each issue.  Dennis moved to approve payment for the newsletter, Fran second, motion carried.  Dick moved to accept the treasurers report, Jim second, motion carried.

4. Dennis received a letter from Russ Kafka asking to be relieved as chair of the Aquatic Plant Invasive Species group.

5. The Lake and Pond Solutions Co. sent a 2009 summary of control activities of Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly-Leaf Pondweed.  We have one more year on the treatment grant with additional funds provided by the Town Budget.

6. Zebra Mussels are now a problem in our lakes.  We should contact the DNR and volunteer to be a test site for possible eradication of the mussels.

7. Dick has trapped 25 muskrats so far this year.  He has a helper working mainly on Grass Lake also trapping.

8. Some trees came down over the path on Gibson Island.  Dick has cleared them so it is now safe to walk the trail.

9. The board reviewed the recommendations of the Long-Range Comprehensive Lake Management Plan of February 2006.  Many of the items have been implemented.  Volunteers are still needed for the Invasive and Nuisance Species group.  Membership needs to be increased.  Personal contact with newsletter listing of activities should convince people of the value of being a member of the Lake Association.  Perhaps we could have a Lake Fair with refreshments about the Lake Association activities.  The value of lake property depends on lake quality.  A carp bow hunt event could decrease the population with possible prizes given.

10. Crayfish have been almost eliminated.  An education program to identify and eliminate the moths is controlling the Gypsy Moth population.  Geese are still a problem but can be controlled by shoreline vegetation and an 8-inch high string along the property line near the shore.

11. A review of the Boat Landing data will be made at the next meeting.  The paid boat monitor may need to be supplemented by volunteers again at the boat landing to gather more data.

12. Water quality will continue to be monitored.  Carp harvest, pontoon classes, and the new state law concerning phosphorus will help maintain better water clarity.

13. The Belle Plaine Township water-testing program will be held April 10 at a cost of $42.

14. We can reconvene the Lake Management Plan committees to update the booklet with current information and additional needs.

15. Night lighting is still excessive with many shining into the lake all night long.

16. Items were reviewed in the three-year Strategic Operations Plan presented by Jim.  A booklet on Shoreland plants is being prepared for lake residents. A new outlet dam is needed on Pine Lake; Town can use transmission money.  The boat launch needs repair.  Fundraisers such as the golf outing, fireworks, triathlon and run/walk need our support.  Additional activities might include kayak races.

17.  The Town Board is working on the Stieg property boat parking and picnic area.

18. The Sheriff patrol next year should include evening patrols and various hours.

19. The next board meeting will be held January 11, 2010.

20. At 10:50 a.m., Joe moved to adjourn the meeting, Dick second.  Motion carried.

Carol Wegner, secretary

